
 

San Juan Unified School District 

English Learner & Multicultural Education 

American Indian Education Parent Advisory Committee  

Meeting Minutes  

October 16, 2019 
 

Chair Chrystal Bernasconi called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 

 

Roll call – present: Chrystal Bernasconi, Kelly Bencken, Julie Donabedian, Sintoya Sposito, Jenna Goodman, 

Collette Spirou, Heather Vargas. Absent: Virginia Hedrick, Buck Ellingson, Dakota Donabedian  

 

Staff:  Monica Shiel, Martha Quadros, Mary Nolan 

 

Old Business 
 The minutes from the August meeting and September Open House were reviewed. Kelly Bencken 

motioned to approve the August minutes, Sintoya Sposito seconded, all in favor, motion passed. Julie 

Donabedian motioned to approve the minutes from the September Open House with the revision of 

deleting Kelly Bencken’s name from the list of attendees, as she was unable to attend. Kelly Bencken 

seconded, all in favor, motion passed. 

 

 Martha Quadros asked for an item to be added to the agenda: Information about the LCAP Strategic 

Plan. All voted in favor. 

 

School Community Worker Report: 

 Approximately 50 people were in attendance at the Open House. Six families won                                                                                                      

tickets to Sacramento Republic FC Native American Heritage Night.  

 Recruitment of students to our program has been ongoing via phone calls and letters; to date four 

more students have been enrolled. 

 High school student visits are planned to begin this month. 

 Attended California Native American Day Sept. 27. 

 Coordinating field trip to CSU Sacramento Annual American Indian College Motivation Day on 

November 4. Ms. Sposito asked if her daughter, who is not currently enrolled in SJUSD, can attend. 

Ms. Quadros responded that she will investigate and either she or Ms. Shiel will get back to her. 

 SNAHC (Sacramento Native American Health Center) QPR event for parents coming up Oct. 23 in 

the board room. Parents only; 30-person limit; certificates will be awarded for completion. 

 Tutoring is being coordinated for four students so far. 

 Collaboration continues with the following agencies: Sacramento Republic FC, SNAHC, Shingle 

Springs Tribal TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families), SJUSD Family and Community 

Engagement (FACE), and regional school districts. 

 At this time we have 135 students in the program, with 21 seniors. 

 

 The AIEP mission statement was reviewed; no changes were suggested. 

 

 The by-laws, concerning the definition of “elder” as it pertains to the PAC, need revision and 

clarification. It was unanimously decided to table that discussion for the next meeting. By unanimous 

vote the by-laws, concerning students having to be 18 years of age to vote in elections, will be amended 

to state that any high school student may enter a vote. 



 

Grant goals review:  

 Ms. Goodman wondered what language program we have in place at the current time. Ms. Shiel 

responded that we have been working on it, but it is difficult because there are so many native 

languages. Ms. Quadros and Ms. Shiel both offered that we are focusing on the importance of 

keeping the native language, and that we are developing a presentation where we can share strategies 

and resources for learning/maintaining native language, rather than teaching language itself. Ms. 

Quadros suggested putting this item on a future agenda, to get ideas on how to move forward. 

 Ms. Shiel has currently matched two students with tutors. 

 Ms. Sposito asked if students from outside the district could partake in our district’s AIEP activities. 

She was under the impression that would bring the district more funding. Ms. Quadros explained 

that students from outside the district would not be recognized under the grant 

 

Budget review: Beginning balance $39,624.  

 Unanimous vote to keep in-district summer enrichment allocation at $3,000.  

 Senior Celebration: $1,000.  

 Youth leadership and reading program allocation: $3,200.  

 Books: $500.  

 Materials and supplies: $1,735.  

 Tutoring: $4,000.  

 Printing: $70.  

 Postage: $183.  

 Professional development added: $500.  

Budget unanimously approved. 

 

New Business 
 

 Upcoming events:  

--Monica Shiel and Martha Quadros will be attending the Indigenous Paths to Building Communities 

seminar on October 18. Everyone is welcome to register to attend and a flier was provided. 

--The SNAHC QPR (Question, Persuade, Refer) for Suicide Prevention event is coming up on October 

23 in the board room at the district office. Virginia DeSouza asked if high school students could attend. 

It was explained that this event is for adults only. Ms. Shiel shared that so far only five people have 

RSVP’d. Jeanna Goodman asked if attendance is limited to families within the district. Ms. Shiel 

responded that families have first priority, then high schools (teachers, administrators, counselors). Ms. 

Goodman asked how we could generate more interest; she is willing to share the flier and post it on 

social media. Ms. Shiel shared that she did put it on our program’s Facebook page. Ms. Quadros 

expressed concern that in the event more than 30 people RSVP (the event is capped at 30 participants), 

we want to make sure our families have priority.  

 Ms. Sposito asked if her two teenagers could get tutoring even though they are not currently enrolled in 

the district. This was discussed at length and it was concluded that focusing on enrolling the students in 

SJUSD would be the priority at this time. 

 Ms. Quadros shared that the district is looking for shareholder input regarding the Strategic Plan (for 

LCAP). Different staff have been identified as cultural brokers, who reach out to families, PAC’s, and 

students for input. This is the platform for parents to advocate for change. These meetings are called 

Listening and Learning and it was agreed that the first half of the subcommittee meeting, scheduled for 

Oct. 30, will be dedicated to conducting the Listening and Learning tasks.  The meeting was scheduled 

for Wed. Oct. 30 at El Camino from 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.; the rest of the time the subcommittee will 

come up with an events/workshops proposal for the PAC to be presented at the November meeting.  

 



 Parent request: Ms. Shiel shared that a parent is requesting reimbursement for outside tutoring because 

the in-district tutoring that was provided did not work out. Ms. Shiel recruited a tutor well known to us 

as someone highly dependable and professional. The student was not receptive to instruction, refusing 

to work and refusing to set aside his cell phone. The student complained to the parents that the tutor 

was at fault, prompting the parents to pay for outside tutoring. Ms. Shiel offered other tutoring 

alternatives but has not received a response. The PAC unanimously voted against reimbursement. 

 

Comments and Discussion 
 

 Heather Vargas would like to see other programs besides youth leadership and reading groups. Ms. 

Goodman added that youth leadership should lead to actual leadership/mentoring of younger students.  

 Other activities such as making drum sticks, dream catchers, and leather goods would be welcome.  

 Ms. Bernasconi said we could have the older youth leadership members run the reading groups for the 

younger students. She also suggested we do culturally relevant craft activities instead of youth 

leadership. Ms. Goodman asked why we couldn’t do both. It was agreed that time is an issue.  

 There was discussion around reserving another room for simultaneous activities. Ms. Goodman 

suggested a subcommittee to coordinate these ideas and activities. Chrystal Bernasconi, Jeanna 

Goodman, Julie Donabedian, Sintoya Sposito, and Heather Vargas all volunteered to be on the 

subcommittee. They will meet later this month and bring their suggestions to the November PAC 

meeting. Ms. Shiel reminded those in attendance that many of our grant goals are met through the 

curriculum that Calvin Hedrick brings to our youth programs. If we are thinking of replacing his 

programs we must plan to incorporate items that will satisfy our grant goals. 

 Ms. Quadros pointed out that we purchased a lot of craft items at the end of last fiscal year.  The 

subcommittee will be utilizing these items. Ms. Goodman said she is willing to donate her time to help 

with craft activities. Ms. Bernasconi offered that maybe some high school students who need 

community service hours might be willing to help with craft activities.  

 

Julie Donabedian motioned to adjourn, Kelly Bencken seconded, meeting adjourned at 8:29 pm. 


